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DEDICATION 

This pamphlet is particularly dedicated to my Mother, 
ivho devoted her life to the advancement of religion and educa- 
tion. If it brings her memory before the men and women of to- 
day, who were the boys and girls of her tutorage, I shall feel 
well repaid for this publication. 



■ FOREWORD 

_ 'Creal Springs Seminary", opened its doors as a school on 
September 22, 1884. On August 29, 1888, by virtue of a 
Charter granted by the Secretary of State, of the State of Illi- 
nois, it became known as "Creal Springs Seminary Company*". 

■ On January 5, 1894, a Charter was granted to "Creal 
Springs College and Conservatory of Music", which corpora- 
tion became the legal successor of "Creal Springs Seminary 
Company". 

Creal Springs College and Conservatory of Music, con- 
tinued until the year 1916, when it closed its doors never to 
re-open again as an institution of learning. 

» That is the beginning and the end of the oldest educational 
establishment of its kind in Williamson County, Illinois. The 
years between 1884 and 1916 now belong to history. And 
with the intention of preserving at least a part of that history, 
he author has put together the events pertinent to such an 
indertaking. 

The records examined were voluminous and contain the 
lames of thousands of persons who in some way were identi- 
ied with Creal Springs. The omission of any name or event is 
or no other reason than lack of information concerning the 
ame. 

Believing this publication to be authentic, and hoping that 
t may be interesting to many people now living, my typewriter 
ind I proceed. 

t^bi'rTmT. CHARLES C. MURRAH. 







k F «s$*h !• ■ forrrrl llirn#«e of i*ol Spring* ColUffc ***** Conservatory of 
Utter j*rt of th« H century, and at the lim« of iu closing 



GERTRUDE BROWN MURRAH 

DETRUDE BROWN. was born on a farm near old 
kipe. in Williamson County. Illinois, on December 18. 
I She attended school at Rrownsvil le country school, 
Illinois College at Carbondale. State Institute at 
[ I - ig College M Ewing. and graduated from the Col- 
Department of Ml Carroll Seminary. Ml, Carroll, 
in the Class of 1875. 

taught m the country schools of Williamson and 
Counties, m the High School at Frankfort, in Ewmg 
in Creal Spnitf Seminary, and in Creal Springs Col- 
id Conservatory of Mussc. 

October 6, 1866. she was baptized and became a 
of Humcane Baptari Church. located near Cartemlle. 
^^Bi In that religion she never wavered. 

■On October 3. I860, at the home of her parents, near 
^Hmllt. lUtnots. the was married to Henry Clay Murrah. 
To this unson. two sons w-ete born 

■In 1912. a former member of the Illinois Legislature 
wrot* of her as follows- "1 have personally known Mrs. Ger- 
trude Brown Murrah for more than forty years, and have 
watched her career with great interest. As founder and Presi- 
dent Creal Springs Seminary and later of Creal Springs 
Coftr me has done a magnificent work for the young men 
and women of this and other States. As a teacher. I doubt if 
me has any superior in this country. Her personality » an in 



I. r . cl er wf h.. Ihe «-*rW «~'* °' "»Ug a*/ 
ud wcn»o of tho* •*• k"« ^ "■** **" ch «'W ! 
hw overcome ob*«ln »»»•» •« m « d "••"nnouneahl,. ^ - 

,«* piiiwce rtd fort*"* *" c-fT « d on ■ "°*. die ^ 
mult, of MA will fa* throw** rtemity." 

Gertrude Browa Murrah. died at the home of her 
Frwi C Murrah. m Hmk fll»o». op the 3rd d», 
JiMMrr, 1929 She wa» boned heade her hueUnd i. R ( 
Hil C«Mfe*?. «i Mark*. fllaMia. 






HENRY CLAY MURRAH 





Clay Murrah was born on a farm near Nashville, Tennessee, 
on April 1 1, 1847. He came to Illinois with his parents when 
a small boy and located on a farm near what is now Johnston 
City. He attended school in the country schools, in Ewing 
College at Ewing, Illinois, and in the Southern Illinois Normal, 
at Carbondale. 

He taught in the country schools of Williamson and 
Franklin Counties, in Creal Springs Seminary, and Creal 
Springs College and Conservatory of Music. 

He died at Creal Springs, Illinois, on June 9, 1920. 
Reading a newspaper account of his death, one of his former 
pupils wrote as follows: 

"When I read of the death of Mr. Murrah, it made me 
very, very sad, for I knew that one of the best friends of my 
childhood had passed to the great beyond. His kind ways and 
hearty laugh made us his friend " 
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INSTRUCTORS 



The names of Gertrude Brown Murrmh and Henry CUy 
art five© fecial prominence m thn publication, (oc the 
that both *rrr inirtmrab i linked with the origination, 
id cod oi the intfrruliaa about which lh» article m 
There are. however . moo? other loiinit tort and I each- 
v rue nuch ot their lane and efietty toward the de- 
of the Seminary and Colleft. From C aulnfuei wo 
i v aamet of the followm. Imtruclon and Teochcn in 
Departmeob 



I 



Ahcc P Mclnbti 

LmmOAm 

Dora Nidi 
Mattel bum 
M M Hatch 
Hatee f^yr**^ 

Aafiou D. Swu 

M m cai 

Ua L Bvkrw 
Qm» B*»i 



I 



M A Fmm 

Mm l«Mw Cullm 
Mm Flat* kmk 

D. H FUim 
Mm Vm S Dnel 
Mm Cimc H«i«t 
M I K*h*mm 

Mm MlHMt Omc* 

Mm /WJi M. Hick* 

Mm R W Hrtn* 

Mi* L * V Bidu 

J P. F SmJh 

Mm Alu Holms BUckmott 

Mm Be*tme Pickett 

Mm Lit Hc«lofi 

Mm Don Ullrich 

Mm EJU AttfmU BJklct 



I) 



Mm Nora Ctlhooa 
Mm UU SUck 
Mm Ctme Btllmar 
Huhftt L AlwwxJ 
Frink Hirwood 
Mm I* Wrl«d 
Mm Ciim Burl** war 
Mm Came A HanKndt 
Mm Maud G Rladma* 
Mm S Obm Vrmmm 
Mm 

Tt km fi mAd .■*■ aad 
md opcuftv moat wri. «fca» Ar AMltm c 
wt ape» isjMKiafcaa far mmf. m*my kmin* t i 
M. imi It i it*. a Ulakd aciaowWcifmeol »f 



E. J BatrV 

Mm Ruth I 

Mtm Georgia A. I, 

Mr Ada Alwood 
Mim Sarah Midlel*^ fc 
Mi« Mayme B. Mc|(^ 



Mi« KiCrlte (iiahvo! 
Mim Vilona Brow*ht 
Mi* Arra 1 owmmd 
Mm Waikm 
Mablt FW« 






THE RiXORDS 

Mmt «4 4* cmW ncstfc of the b*mm» arc w* 
■ k* Ud »* pa »d ^ So perfect «m Ike ckwx» 
•i » wt it iHk|. 4u m fv« c Imcc ooe tw«k *• 
!!*^""^*<»«*k«o«lol« SpeoccnAa copf b^ 
JV**** I*»m*» w*. • caulotut pro » ••* 
Wfc-HU. H0I„-. . KUno*. IIIoK,,, I, . . uA 

fai rf fa F^ ^ ~ | , Jf* ** C<m,v U i 



K. MURRAH, Proprietor. 

MRS. G. B. MURRAH, Principal. 

MISS ALICE P. McINTIRE, Teacher of Instrumental 
I Music and Voice Culture. 

ED SIMPSON, Teacher of Penmanship. 

MISS LOVINA ODUM, Teacher in the Preparatory 
I Department. 

MISS CORA BROWN, Teacher of Primary Studies. 

Similar publications were issued annually thereafter, until 
1894, when the first "Catalogue of Creal Springs College", 
was printed by the "Democrat Print", of Metropolis, Illinois. 

The largest catalogue found was printed and published in 
1 1904, but the name of the printer is not shown on it. It is 
bn a high grade of paper, a splendid job of printing, and 
similar to the publications of the present day. It has 48 pages 
and is neatly bound. There were 81 students that year, with 
'pix graduating. The following courses were offered in the 
institution at that time: 

CLASSICAL, Degree of A. B. 
LATIN SCIENTIFIC, Degree of B. S. 
PHILOSOPHICAL, Degree of Ph. B. 

ACADEMIC AND COURSES IN MUSIC. 
15 
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CREAL SPR1N 
«i*a i 

iat n»M cf ike y? -W* lo t^H_ 
<a a|imtt| dap. m ouajr boy 
71a» diMfcid the ongMMi pi** oil 
«n die fu* 



«•? i a; W : fin* ug*f !•!<*' 

12 Coll«*Mtr *»*k*%. 31 



c.t 890 an 

^Structure, three stones in height. 

Uu roomi on the 

looi. ami two living room* on the ' ' 









quid to innr ,1 in about ' 

•r wu I to the West end of the 

0fe the « lie if o( lht» Urt *ddttton, wttrf 
; on the mood (loot, two living foomi 
i room on ike thitd floot. lout * 

p (loot, two Irvmi room*. All n%*iUble 
i> mf* was nworAafel* uken lot tchool 
L *f <)u*rtro to* the foundeti, and living 
Iti pr- ttudeoU l^#ck of fttiftcc. bowevei. 
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it 1900. ptiAft w*i* mule *nd blue pttntt 
to be erected tboul 200 Itet 
. >tuxb a* to ba\e * *i%e AudAoftum. 
QM» and a boy** DonnAory. but coattnn 
rvef btfia. Dr*th only dmntrd li.e iountlct% 
(of the blur |:nn£t writ found im <*i lb 






THE COLLEGE CAMPUS 

TW w« tie ttftct of Itad mentioned a ta e»tl»et pttt 
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Umg before the whole campui was \s? U 



^^H^utumn with her 1*1 lint goWWn leaves, 
under fa«4 movmt clooxis. when the 
with the warbled melody of a thousand 
J lent of the pet fume o( many (towers ; 

ami lea* tat a blood ml smear in 
at and long, treepmf shadow* came 
both leacheii and pupils could be %een 
m studv, to meditation, and 
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KQUIPMFJMT 

%rai a cook *o*e with tu lid* o* top and 

It wa* fuekd w*b wood at twit aad later 

wwe two loaf tablet, a cupboard foe 

t e at tbe east ea*i la the dvuat room 

kaart w-tfb placet lot etfbt at each table A 

«l the rntfh emd 



L»t wt a raiae & platform at tbe west eod of "Senuiiary 
•fed attar I *w tbe Preaadet* i desk aaui cba* THe 
^Br ball wa» filled wtfb .'kintal deakt placed 
_^Bi* «■ etfhrt aw aad a double anie c&owm tbe 
TW cfcu* room were equ^^^d wttb tbe tarn tt> le of 
m ibr mum ■iMin wtfb i table aad chau at 
^^B we oi tbe iMtmctot TVert ww blackboard 
t mm m ti* la* 
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Rev. Calvin AUen, Creal Springs, Uj- 
Rev. J. K. TrovilJion, Brovvnfield, I]| "' 
M. E. Chamness, Chamness, Illinois 
Levi Ferrell, Creal Springs, Illinois. 
Rev. G. W. Danbury, DuQuoin, Illinois. 
Rev. John A. Williams, Dongola, Illinois. 
Rev. C. Nolen, Parrish, Illinois. 
Rev. L. L. Smoot, Vienna. Illinois. 

Not only were two-thirds of the first Trustees ^ 
members of regular Baptist churches, but ALL of th em ^ 
Ten of the fifteen were MINISTERS of Bapt.st Church 
At the first meeting of the Board of Trustees. Mt,cj 
B. Murrah was elected President of the College. 

THE ER1NA LITERARY SOCIETY 

\s there a man or woman now living who ever attoUl 
the Seminary or College who does not remember FRIDAY 
NIGHT and the Erina Literary Society? 

\t was the night of the day the school week ended, 
was rta nigU thai both Teachers and Students were given » 

oTOortumlv tot expression. And (incidently) it was the M^ 1 

mam a lomance found rt«. V»„' m „; •.■■ . .,1m 

una us beginning; vidis nemo sine nasciw' 

». «s££r>£2 rtvr 'r «~^ - °<' 

S»-«*»».P«oTe m . Resident and ^ Smlt h **' 
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utuhon and By-Laws, 11m object 

Hrovfinmt of il$ mamberi in the 

^^Hdeh*tf oiatkxi. recitation ami read- 

v :\f\tt and graces of delivery 

^^^^VW the abo%* exercise* " 

nd a publ»cat»oa called the "Erin* 
^^Hbcat dated February, 1695, was 
KKetfcnmi Slal were listed at; 



[hot. 






F. Nsm. 



THE SCHOOL YKAR 

tf -.hod year br^aa eke firal of Scftfcmbct and ended 
of June If wm oWidWI snto Term* -the Fall Term. 
m Term, and tkr Spring Term There wsj* a vacation 
* durmg Ghn*mas '^ and at Thanksmving In the 
m f June July and Augutf the large wooden College 
mftg* wci* vacant. e&cr?« the It%tng qua/ten of the 
frahi Duong these hot aummer month* when the blistering 
Jo/ the sub beat down fe» i*nl) the founckfs busied thenv 
■ • ::■ jranging and cleaning the buildings and m growing 
■storing provuton* for the coming year. The wind, the 
■L the ram. and the haxe on the hill*, spoke a language 
Mood Each loveliness uf light and shadow they 
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